Advice . . . Mr Jones

—lIreman
Sam’ in

race row
at airport

By RYAN SABEY

THE creator of kids' TV
show Fireman Sam was
accused of racism after
making a remark about a
Muslim woman as he
passed through security
at Gatwick Airport.

Dave Jones, 67, asked
an official if he would
get an easier passage
through screening if he
wore a scarf round his
face, like a woman he
had seen wearing a hijab.

A female official took
his passport and board-
ing pass and he was
taken off for questioning.

He was later released
after being given advice.

Mr Jones, a former fire-

man, said: “I feel m
rights have been violated.
“What I underwent

amounts to intimidation,
unlawful arrest and
detention. I was humili-
ated and denigrated in
full public view.

“I am a 67-year-old
pensioner and have lived
my life within the law. I
do not have even a point
on my driving licence.”

Bar stab
man dies

A MAN bled to death in
front of horrified drink-
ers outside a bar after
being stabbed.

Medics performed sur-
gery on the victim, 26, at
the scene but he died.

A female student, 19,
who had earlier danced
with the victim saw him
stagger outside the bar in
Camden, North London.

She said: “He was
clutching his chest, then
he fell to the floor
absolutely covered in
blood. His friends were
all in shock.”

Police said the victim
was from Merseyside.

Four suspects were
arrested. The men, aged
17, 523, 25 "and =28 ~all
from London, were in
custody yesterday.

/ hurt by
grenades

SEVEN Nato troops were
injured in a grenade
attack yesterday as the
Koran urnin% protests
continued in Afghanistan.

crowd ired on
police and threw the
explosives at a U.S. base
«in Kunduz province.

' Troops shot dead one
protester and cops killed
another.

More than 30 people
have been killed in six
days since copies of the
holy book were mistak-
enéy burned by US troops.

ritain, rance and
Nato recalled their inter-
national advisers from
Af%han ministries in
Kabul. Afghan President
Hamid Karzai has again
appealed for calm.
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This cancer unit cost £1.5m and was built

Long wait-ing room . .

2/2 YEARS ago..but it has NEVER opened

Under wraps . .
new equipment
in unused room

A NEW £1.5million NHS
cancer unit has stayed shut
for two-and-a-half years —
because health chiefs say
they can’t afford to run it.

The Blenheim Suite was cre-
ated for patients with aggressive
head and neck tumours and was
due to open in September 2009.

Instead, life-saving equipment, beds
and chairs remain wrapped in plastic
while sufferers travelp between six
units in two hospitals for consulta-
tions, treatment and surgery.

The suite at Oxford’s Churchill

Hospital would house those facilities
under one roof. But Oxford Rad-

. area has yet to have patients

EXCLUSIVE by EMMA LITTLE
Health and Science Editor

cliffe Hospitals’ Trust claims it will
cost £1.2million a year to staff and
run and has been forced to review
its opening.

It has performed two reviews so
far — and the unit remains closed in
what local cancer campaigners have
branded a tragic waste.

Trust chiefs have blamed “capac-
ity and financial constraints”.

But some of the Trust’s cancer spe-
cialists, who did not wish to be
named, voiced fears that transplant
operations generate more cash so
bosses are focusing on those instead.

The suite — in a building called
The Cancer Centre — is filled with

tens of thousands of pounds worth
of examination equipment.

It has a reception area, nurses’ sta-
tion, consultation rooms, a doctors’
examination area, 18 patient beds,
and toilet and shower facilities.

Local c_amﬂai ners are again push-
ing health chiefs to open the unit.

Empty

Ralph Goodson, 58, of Oxford,
who runs campaigning support
ﬁroup Heads2gether, said: “The suite

as laid empty because the Trust
don’'t seem capable of taking the
final step to making it happen.

“The Trust have betrayed cancer
patients. It's all about money. Trans-
g_lant surgery is far more lucrative.”

he NHS promised in 2001 to unite

Blenheim
Head & Neck Ward

Closed doors

. . . NHS worker at ward

Oxfordshire’s cancer services. But
treatment for head and neck
atients remains split between the
ohn Radcliffe and Churchill hosgi—
tals. Mouth cancer patient Heather
Derkacz was forced to travel
between the hospitals for treatment.

Heather, 57, a florist from Oxford,
said: “I couldn’t speak, or swallow
and breathing was difficult. Yet I
had to travel between hospital sites
in a taxi in my nightwear.

“It’s wrong, especially when I
could have been treated in the Blen-
heim Suite and not have to have
been shuttled around all the time
when I was seriously ill.”

Last night a Trust spokeswoman
said the review was ongoing and a
fresh decision would be made
next month. e.little@the-sun.co.uk

Empty . . . unused new room at the Blenheim unit




