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HEN Joy Ford's son
Edward admitted he
smoked cannabis, the
mum-of-three thought
he was just being a
rebellious teenager. But after his
tortured life ended in suicide, she is
convinced the drug is to blame for
his death. Here, the 63-year-old from
Blewbury, Oxon, lells her slory...
AT 2.30am the morning after Easter Sunday
1 was woken by Edward with his chest
dripping with Blood. “Mum, I've tried o ki
miyself. I've cut my throat," he spiutterad, #
| could see the red slash across his throat and |
| rushed to cal an ambularce while my flance
Nigel triad to stem the bieedng.

Edward's bahaviour had bean eratic for years,
but this was the most frightaning moment yet.

Of course, no chikd is parfect and ke many
Itle boys Edward had been cheaky and
mischievous. But be was also very loving.

As 8 yourgster he was sporty and a talented
artist but later he became argumentative and cut
himself off from his friends. | was worriad, but |
just put it down to him baing & stroppry teanagar.

But after me and his dad Richard spit his
behaviour got worse. Then, when he was 7, |
noticad a sfrangs &mal i his room. *i's
carnabis, =t 177 | demanded and he blushed.

He admitted it. “Mum, I've bean smoking it
since | was 14 It's harmiess * he sakd,

| thought thare was some truth In that. The
govarnment had just downgraded cannabis
%o a Class C dnug

But | told him if | caught him senoking He told

:

|

agan. I'd call the polce. My worry was it .
would lead 1o hard drugs Tke bercin. pohce he was
Net long after, Edward d t- A : ; 3
of covias s s s s peans | COMMunicating B
his behaviour became b-;arre.. w'th the Pope .
He wedged things aganst his .

bedroom door, accused me of stalking and was the
Him, of going through his things and :
listening in to hs phone cals. MeSS|ah 9
We asked the doctor about it and he sakd .
that Edward was deprassed, B
When he was 1€ ha moved to London and k
ana day | got a call from the polica saying he
had been arrested. v L e e T i ; S ‘
He'd boen outside his fiat shouting at people. [ FNEE SRR ‘ AP A e HOPE:
Officers had found a knife in his pocket. 4 3 e Edwa{:‘n_‘ﬁnq
My sistar Sue and her husband i st s e
Simon tried 1o help by letting A e A X
Edward ive with them. But a fow
weeks later she rang In & 5tate
“Edward's been awaka al night
talking to himself. He neads help,”
she sad

TORTURED: " ¥ RSALR
Edward took
his own life %

| tokd her 1o phona the police Ectward had been told he must.not smoke Monday 2002 when he tried to
and whan they arived Edward cannabis ever agan, The doctors were kill imself. possibly have been
1old them very calmly he was convnced that smoking i1 from such a As Nigel and | rushed around, pravented,” And n
the Messiah and was in young age had triggerad his ihess. Edward had thrust a suickie note | October that year at

communication with the Pope.
He was taken to a mental hospital

his inquest the coroner

But when ha was relsasad a few weeks into my hand, His wound wesn't ’
concldad Edward's

later he started smoking. Edward Ife-threatening — at hospital he

and kept in a locked room. When . S had never accepted the kept saying, “Mum, I'm reajr): | death was dua to an imbalance of tha mind

| amved, he cried. He thought R : : : comection between his lIness scared - | don't want to die. 308 My son suffer like that, He was 20, aggravated by lack of care.

ne was In priscn and ddn't = and carnabis, Ha saw 1t as Eaward was transferred back to Farmie and Alterwards | was numb but Niged and | went to 1t was then | started writhg my book, One In

know what heid done. salf-madcation, although | wasn't sure when thay sald he was OK | the car park where Edward had declded to take | Four, which s the numbar of peopie with & mental
“He Is on the edges Skowty, he Improved and we could go home, | was very tired so | gave | his life. liness who commit suiGide.

of schizophrania,” the and | felt there was hm a hug and we laft T'lockad for signs of whare he fal It's now five years since his death and |

peychiatrist told me. some hope. After a Vie'd anly been home for a couple of hours when | 8nd found the Blood stains they'd . wanted to tell othars about Edward

The word filled me with while he went to fve in Edward's father, rang, Edward had gone missing | tried to wash awny, it made it One in and wam peopis of the dangers of

ferror, But at the same a halfway housa but fram tha hospital. | went cnld and when the phone | mer ral, four e0 'e cannahis. aspecialy skunk, the

time | was raleved, after a few months rang a litle while later, | knew it was bad news. Not long after Edward's ; peop strongar form of (t.

Finaly he was going ! ”r';lm mﬂ:‘“ A yeung man had umped from the multi-storey | death | was dagnosed with with a mental if you take & mind-altering

10 get help. starting fo relapse. car park at Readng raliway station. post-traumatc stress disorder . drug, than expect your mind

Eﬂey :Lus stage may w)ahr:rhdzooe The family, Richard, Nigal and oLr other children, | | k8pt drsaming of Kim faling. It illness ends UDR o be afterad, Nothing is %
ward was was ¥ took & lang time to ac that | W worth that risk a

deusional. | fet that commuricating and | bl i Lo eine doln L el committing R TeDT

e s aen g Hosprial Edward had awld injuries. Ho was In surgary for | The Berkshire Healthcans NHS suicide AMANDA REVELL

lien-being nside ind = but hours but there was Kttle they could do and we Trust, which rune the Fairmile

nim 1t looked f brtiahlo were toid Edward would be In @ vepatative state | Hospital, wrote to me saying, *the ' WALTON

i b “T“;'"W““UWM for the rest of his ife, traatmant provided. . by the hospital fell @ ONE In Four goes on sale on Thursday. it

50und ke him. m:;:m:':;; ! Turning off Hs ifa support machine was one of m mmmd X Slﬂndnrd' = lrdy rasult of m‘m bought from wwwe.chipeunica L

From the R ke the harcdest decisions I've ever made but | coudn't admittad failings, It Is accepted that OF www.amazon.co.uk
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