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EENAGER Grasme McGinn
thrashed around in pain in his
hespital bed. Suddenty he
sat up, stared at his mum
and sald: “| love you,"

Fighting back tears, mum Jacky says: “|

dict realise it then, but they wera the last .
words my son wouk! ever say 1o me.” I )

Graama had been admitted to hospital with
a brokan arm. Within five hours he was dead.

Jacky, 47, and har hueband Tony, 48, stll
cant baleve their son is gone and are
haunted by the fact he could have survived
with the right treatment,

Sixteen-year-old Grasme, a traines
machanic, had skidded and falian off his
moped on a dark country lane on a Saturday
night In May 2004, and was taken 1o the
Graat Western Hospdal in Swindon.

Jacky, a sales administrator, says: “When
we got the call from the police saying that
Grasme had fallen off his moped and brokan
his arm we ware worried, but not frantic.

“But when we got to the hospital Grasme
didn't seaem himself. He was very dazed and
confusad, and very agitated, which was unlika
him. He was also very thirsty and kept asking
for water. He kept wanting to get up but when
he did ha was n a lot of pain.
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DARY MIRROR, Thursday, March 2%, 2007 Pacr 456
had bad bruising and grazi 'n his torso '

b grazing dow E'VE become a
when thay cut off his T-shirt in hospital so nation of extremes.
It wasn't as If the doctors and nurses didn’® On the one hand
see it.
and his thirst were all taxtbook symptoms of obese chﬂdrgn. _wllh eight-
internal injuries, 50 wiy was this missed?” year-oldis weighing in at 14

The family got somae answears at Graeme's stone. On the other, we
suffered chest and abdominal injuries and the ha ome anorexic i
sevarity of tham hadn't &t first been ve become anorexic in
racogrised by medical staff, their effort to stay thin.

L 2 : ia, bulimia and binge-
bafora performing & laparctomy - a surgcs ekl iy -
examination of the abdominal organs. The eating have hardly been seen
corener said Graeme would have had & before in young children.

In January, Swindon & Marborough NHS numbe_v ol cases rises steeply
Trust admittad labilty for Graeme's death and  [IRCIGIAE L NELCRUEEDY
offared £15000 1 compensation. alfects girls who develop early
Authority said: *Had eariier surgical thinness in children is a recont

nitaryention been sougnt, this one, and has been discovered
Ti would have rosuited i a timely [ sl Sl E
ne

where ba'd coma off his mopad. | was there
“We learned his agtation, dsorlentation e S s spidum i of
nquest in July 2005 The coroner sakd hed have eight-year-olds who
They had decided to wait for a CT scan Diet disorders such as
chance if the op had been performed earfiar. Raro before puberty, the
A letter on benalf of the NHS Litigation This epidemic of worrying
arrest of internal bleeding reported yesterday

and Mr McGinn's He woulkd By questioning 2600 doctors,

have Daen saved.” 206 cases of ealing disorders
Tony says: It has were reported. More than a

take us two years to third were full-blown anorexia,

wounds are
still as raw as

'Ha S8i0 148 CNGST WA NUTTNg. | 18h s A P = the day he died FRIah and hodrly s fith were boys.
started to shout, saying somecns was * -3 oA < ' AR holiow victory bacause The youngest with anorexia
sitting on his chest. We were shocked and s 2 @ gy ) but you pu t it doesn't get our son was six years ok and hall of
tried to calm him down. He didn't seem 1o ' iy g R B _ 51 CERETTES R A the children — more than 100 -
know where be was. When they X-rayed him T e - : = on a brave A statement from Great

f,._] ce Western Hospital said:
dave “The death of Graeme
McGinn was particularly tragic as
ha was such a young man. Ouwr deepest
sympathies go out to his famity, to whom we
have apologised unresaervedy for the
shortcomings in the care we provided.

"“We have accapted llablity and a caim for
compensation has been agread. As with any
senous Incidant of this nature we have learnt
legsons from it and actions have been taken
to prevent a similar situation happenng agan.

“We know we can't put this right for
Graeme's family and friends but, because
of this tragic incident, sarvices wil be safer
for athers. The staff Involved have been
daoply affectad and we all send our despast
condolances.”

Jacky and Toery are still fighting to find out
axactly who was responsible for his death were s0 Il thay
and have contacted the General Medical ware hospitalised for in-patient
Council to ask for an nvestigation. tment, and 20 needed

The grief has takan [ts 1ol on Tory — last leeding by tube.
yaar ha had a pacemaker fitted. .

“I'm convincad It's bacause of what
happanad 1o Graame,” he says. “When | talk
about him my heart actually hurts,

“No one should have to bury ther own

Dr Miriam

4 big orderly had one hand helding his head
down and the other hokding his faet down as
he wasn't able to keep stil because of the
pain

It was awful. He was thrashing arcund. ot
of it. Than all of a suddan, b sat up, looked
at ma and sad, Mum, | kove you' "

Doctors seamead puzzied by Graemin's
behaviour but Jacky and Tory stll thought
their son would be fine « after all, a broken
arm was hardy MHe-threatenng .

The couple wera taken to the relatives’
room to walt for news but when they went
out 10 get some ar a ittle whils later they

chid. The wounds are stil as sore and &s >
) ~ models and celebs. Girls are
oo . ng and n;:dpon ?? ‘chz; ware‘:r‘ the day being made conscious of their
were met with a horrifying scens. 5 armoweYu mo;jn t:' lsnb'a afys i bodies when stil very young.
by suddo A ; U o ave face

Jalck{'i?;’:' ROUR n the alam bell a ) [ ol e The consequence of everyone
wexil of everyona started to run into the ; A ° . being more aware of what they
resuscitation room where Graame was 18 Jacky adds: “| stil think ha's going 9 ey

with being thin
WE have brought this suffering
on our children because of our
obsession with size-zero

o @ through the door, Had e is that children become
barge i, take his heimet off and say, _I —c\:,led w_vlh sqch.-ws
"What's for dnner mum? He was obsession with thinness,
always hungry! How cam they escape when
BUt | nawe 10 face the fact that | parenls are even debating what

sho i ilds 2>
wil never naver ses him again.” should go in a c.:mld.. lunchbox?
The problem is that children

"The nursa ushared us back Into the room.
She told us Graame's haart had stopped, but
that thay would gat It going again.”

Torty says: "1 started praying and kept
praying until three doclors and a nurse
walked back in and tokd me to sit down,

“Thay 1okd us Graame's heart had

nathing mora they coukd have dons for | The next day the family retumed to tha hospital

stopped beating, that they'd tried to homa in Swindon, they had o bre

resuscitate him, but ha had dled was dazed teeribis news to their daughter L
“My works fal to pleces, | R 3 now 21.
remember faling to the fioor and and confused, Lauren says: "4 got up earl

screaming, This awful waling noigs
Was coming out of my mouth.”

Grasme had been admitted to
hospital at 2.30am and =t 450am
he was dead.

Jacky says: | was crying. more out
of disbelief. Our son had a broken arm,
and now he was dead?

“The doctors said Grasme suffered mora
damage than theyd first thought. He had
massive inernal njuries - and thera was

- - - becausea | thought it was strar
a"d GXtren‘Cl\/ thay hadn't come back from 1
agitated, which

hospital. Then | saw the car p

' and there was just the two of t
wasn't unlike e

h m “They wera crying as they walk

through the door and 1 sakd "Why a

you crying'? But | knew. Thay didn't sa

anything and 1 just lost i, | went hysterical.”

HOTTEST HIGH STRI

H e When the coupls arrived back at the to say thar goodoyes 1o Grasme but it was too

much for his dad 1o handle.
Jacky says! “Tony just broke down outside
the hospital. He wouldn't move. | didn’t know

what 1o do or how to copa with km baing ke

that. He's always boen the man of tha house
and | always tuned to him for support.®

It took sevaral days bedora the famiy codd
bagn to accept their son was really gone.

And than they bagan 1o question whether his
death was raally the tragic accident it seamed

Tony says: “1 knew something wasn't right. |
had 10 get things sorted in my head, 50 | wrote |
averything down that I'd seen that night. Graame
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signs until it's almost too Iate.
Sohow can you spol if your

T E LL : ild is gelling dangerously

worried about their size?

US YOU R @ They cut out anything

they think is fattening.
\ @ They turn vegetarian

If you have an amazing true | ®@They exerciso
life story it could appear in | fanatically.
ror. Email us at [ I your child isn
yourlife@mirror.co.uk with / growing properly, is a bit
your contact details ke and thin, and is a
and an outlineg of the fussy eater, that's the time
story. 1o speak to your doctor.
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