By AMANDA REVELL WALTON
_ news@sundaymirror.co.uk
A MAN of 29 died from a
blood clot after nurses left
him in a wheelchair all day,
every day for a fortnight. .
Artist Michael Russell had been
taken to hospital with a simple
fractured heel but he died while
waiting for an operation. A coroner
criticised his care, and Michael’s
| family are now suing the hospital trust
. for failing to spot his symptoms.
 His mum Janet Richards, 55, said: “T
_ still can't believe my son died because
- of-afractured heel. It’s devastating to

_ know if he'd been cared for properly,

rather than left in a wheelchair he
didn’t need, I'd still have him here.”

Mum sues hospital for DVT ‘neglect’

Michael, who suffered from anxiety,
developed paranoia last year, and on
June 4, while imagining a gang of
youths were about to attack him, he
jumped out of a first-floor window and
fractured his heel. He was taken to
A&E at a Reading hospital, where his

He’d still be here
if only he’d had
the proper care’

foot was put in plaster. He was told he
would need an operation.

Realising he was mentally unwell,
medics referred him to a psychiatrist,
who decided to section him. He was
then sent to a secure ward at
Littlemore Hospital in Oxford where
he spent up to 10 hours a day watch-
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ing TV in his wheelchair. He even spent

his 29th birthday there, though by then

he didn't realise what day it was.
Janet said he didn't need the chair as

he was able to walk with crutches. But

the hospital said crutches were banned
as they could be potential weapons.

When he started to show symptoms
of DVT, they went unnoticed by staff.

Janet said: “He had pains in his back
and sides. We told staff but they did
nothing.” Michael died of a massive
blood clot on June 20.

An inquest heard paperwork warning
of a DVT risk didn't reach staff on the
secure ward. Coroner Nicholas
Gardiner, recording a verdict of death
by misadventure, said: “The need to
keep him as mobile as possible within

the limitations of his condition wasnot |

recognised.”
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