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0 keep your baby

By AMANDA
REVELL WALTON

HEN Teresa Wood went

inta hospital to have her £

lirst baby, she and her §

husband were excitedly

loaking forward to §
holding him in their arms for the
firsk Lime. 7

Thaough she had developed high blood
prezaure in the late ztages of the
pregnancy, doctors assured her that com-
pelenl slall would be oo Lo vverses 8
the delivery. Yot just 1T hours later, Ter-
esd and her hushand Kichard wers indeed
eradling newhorn Freddie — to say good-
bye as he drew his last breath.

he b 2oz boy had suffered brain dam-
ape and organ feilure after being deprived &
af oXyEen during birth. It later emerged §
the midwile in charge had falled to carey
out the most basic of checks on mother §
and child.

Freddie's distraught parents had to
ke Lhe deedsion Lo switeh off his life sup-
purl macline less Lian 24 houwrs aller Ls
birth in Moy 2007, alter doctors had pro
nouneed him brain dead.

“We juat mat there with Freddie in our
arms, lnoking down at our little baby, fil- £
ing to underatand how iE had all gone s
wrong,’ recalls Teress, now 41, g

But if the cataltgue of ervors made by §
midwife Helen Ryder wasn't shocking
enoigh, the Wonds then discovered that
ahe had twice previously been found
gullty of making mistakes — one of which
reanlted inoa baby being left with perma-
nent brain damage. -

“This rajzes adeﬂ)h’ troubling issue: who
iz there to stop an ineompetent midwife
from perslstently maling mistakes uncl §
one ends 1n tra

Lot week, hgurc“\ revealed Tiritain has
one of the highest rates in Eumpt: of still- §
hom hahtes — and poor NHS maternity
cAre was found Lo phwapm in 600 cases
each year,

These figures come amid uruwmg
coneern about regulatio

Tragic boss: Teresa and Richard Wood s sl Gearass

an you trust your midwife

-no need to refer R

- passed since

.B'reddie ‘s heart rate only
- three tines in the three hours

stz of labour and every ﬁ\e
in Lhe second.

Teresa had reacted badly toa
gel uzed to induce labour,
- cauging severs contractions
“thot starved Freddie of Dlood
~and oxygen. ‘Il 1 had been
monitored by Helen er a5
she should have done, this
 pould have been spotted end I
J:uuld have been given a eaesar-
ean,' says Teresa.

The final NME hear lng
revealed how Ryder alse lied -
-about. the number of times she
had checked Freddie's hearl
“rube, wnd Ty slutiog thal o bewrl
» monitor was not svailable, when
- in Fact it was.

HE Woods have since
dizcovered that Ryder's
second supervigion order
in 2006 involved a baby
who had been left brain

awarded

Ryd.(.r‘s corlicr errors
ukcn place ab Horton

Hospital Sowhy was tis woilan
s.lluwe:l to continue wurkm{u
spokeswoman for the Oxford
Fadeliffe Hospiluls NHS Trust
. s5eys. 'The Trusl followed
recoummendutivng made ‘w the
Lovul Supervizsing Authorlty and.
cufler u mﬂd af supervised proc-
tice, bWt WA enns

Hugie Cro, the LBA offlcer
responsible for the supervision
oeder in 3 there wus

yder Lo Lhe
winil. 'Bix years had
w [irst superviaion

NMC at that

in aln. Patlent compui m:m Teresa, & former marketing
sas'Br]r-\%mers and babnsfmg managér for a g blizshing Hrm,
placed ot risk by & compheated WENE Nt the Horton General  failed tnprmrwmmﬂwrthefnetal turn off his life-mupport machine.
repulatory system flonderl with  Hospital in Banbury, Oxfordshire,  heartheal "Tha (xtard Tadniie Haooriors
bureaucracy. to have a planned induclion of Toghy huurs after being nduced, Trust, which oversees the
Iabour at $3 weeks ol prepoan Tere.m gave hirth to Freddic.  Horeon GeremlHoupdt,u] ZoiHe
A weex nefore '.J:n: planned h:_] i, sna. 1 koew Inﬁt.:mlly e mtHosplta), fnmed!
ifie

ATIENTS can check

whether their doctors

conduct has been subjuecl

to investigalion, bul there
is no metlwd of performing Lhese
checks on midwives.

If & midwile is found to have put
pulient ss.ﬂety at nek, ghe or he is
izzued with a ervision order —
which means nnm: Tor u probation-
aw uerlou they can't wark unless

Tvized — a Loral Supervig-
ingAuI‘mnty ithere are 14 ol Lhese
across the UK, and Lheir sule
purpose 1s to moeniler midwives).

Omly the gravesl wllepations are
passed on Lo Lhe Nursing and
Midwilury Cuouneil {NMC) a
separace body which regulotes the
profeasion and has the power to
prevent a midwile from working
with patients. Thia meana a
mldwile ean acerue multiple
Bupervision ordera without
HMC heing aware of a prob

within a six-vear period, Ryder,
naw 41, had been %ven wwo such
orders, in 2000 nd 2008. Bub ance
shw had eompleted her g2t perlod
uf supervised practloe, she wa:z

allowed to work as bofore —

the KMC was not informed abmﬂ
BEvder's supcrvision ardera unfil
after the death of Freddie Waod

1t bega the queation of whether
hetter commonication hetween
the arganizations vould have ulti-
mately avoided Freddie's death,

us clas
'hIRh rJ.sk‘ after ShF showed
of developing the high blood
PrERsuTe mn(lltlnn re- :c]amp.sls_
This affects up 0 per cent of
firat-time muthers but should
result in astraj [T TRy
long as mﬂchel and echild are
correctly munitvred.

Ryder lovk over the night shift of
Lbwe 1ot ward two Nours afler
Teresd was indueed at Tpm. She
and Richard o self-employed
bullder aged 52 — were atmick hy
her oll-hand manner. Buf, says Ter-

esa: “This was my firsi. buby, so 1
dide’t know ud.tat she should or
should not have been doing.” Not
only did sbw [wil Lo repulardy check
Teu.asas pulse, blood pressur: nnd

wImnpEraurs, but - eruelody —

Lhure waa something wron
Freddie's head wos hanging bec
and hiz body wos Dllﬂupply and he
looked grey,’ she s

Loads of mediea appmmd We
watched them try tn reauscitate
our som. 1 wea shouting: “What's
the matter? Why isn't he crping?*

“The eonple lellowed Freddis to a
apenial care unit, where they were
tmn he bad suffered massive biain
and organ failure afler
n\«ed af oxvgen
1er babies in Lhe incuba-
tnr WweTe TNy, or very ohvinualy
elek,' =ave Tercsn. *When I lnakedd
at Freddic, 1 thought: “Vou
shouldn't he m here You're per-
Feetly formed. ™

Hocn atter, she and Richard took
the heart. \Iﬂ‘Pt\Lh]ng decision to

I:n:mg

remavad Iiyder from clinical
practice. This time, the maller
was referred Lo Liw NMC, and in
Owlulier 2007, following an Interim
NMC nearlng Eyder was
suspended from midwife and
nurse Witk for 18 months.
ily, Teress gave birth Lo a
tl, Millie, it June 2008, Yet
w rmonth after Millle's birth, the
couple were furlous to discover
thol Ryder waa back working as
A rommunity steff nurse,
having appeal?d agalnst her
interim sugpen:
It took until }Phnlary nmsg:ar
for the NMO ta ban

jii)
nursing altogether — after a fnal

hearing, held aller & ull investi-
gulivn, was told that she checloed

FOOD IQ Which croissant is the healthiest?

- Woods. T wouldo'

practice Dra‘framme In that
lll.m:. she ha carned out her

Hpeakmg o the all, Helen
Hyrer hag since said: ‘T am really
antty for what happened to the
wish thal un

“%yut what ehecks arv in plal:E to
prevent this happening ayrain?

Inde=d, the NMC hus come in for
senmouf unbhtal;ms from ite own
regulalory bo Areportlust.yeu.r
concluded the body had “incon-
sistent atandards of ag{x‘;arzt: ]
which ereate potential r:
public and public confi N’Ir‘P
though the NMO siresses

rusil mon nrmkuud-

wives sits firmly with 1

They add they ha\-e mhmduu.-:l
an e'xpert scree:uux teum to
han

Petar Wa.al vhief executive of
harity Action Agalnat

e Il.dl Aeculenl 5ays the NMC
#iel LEAs should become port of
e sume organization — ‘so this
sort nfbreakanwn In somemunica-

At vellous
midwives working in (he NHS who
doa fbntas'.ic]ob. Bul us we have
found out, there ane also some who
should nol, by unuwed nesr patlents

acd ETE SYELRIL
rJ.l‘ sl ilying: thPse be
Lrapedy happens,
W Additlonal reporting:
JO WATERE

e anolher




