seeing his lover.

The vulnerable mum of five
claimed to have suffered beatings
from Bob Godwin for more than 30
vears, but couldn’t bear to see him
walk out on her for WOIman.,

S0 in a plot that mirrors a dramstic
Coronation Street storyline npext week,
when Teresa Bryant grinds rat polson
into ex-husbhand Jerry Morton's food,
she planned to make him housebouand
by Ypoi.snnin;: him.

vonne's plan l&d to her being
remanded in prison where oflee inmates
dubbed her “Mrs Kipling™ for the cake
plot. But a trial judge took pity and
allowed ber to walk free after hearing
about her torment at Bob's hands.

Today, pouring out her heart to The
People, S6-year-old Yvonne vecalled: 1
wosn't in my right mind, Nothing
seemed quite real

“I remseenber baking chocolate cake for
my=all and a frait cake for Hoh, and
putting rat posson in BOTH af them.

“I ate some of the chocolate cake but
nothing happened. | put the fruit cake
on the sikie in the kitchen for Bob to help
himself

Al I remember thinking was that if
Hob ate the cake he'd get il and be
wouldn't be able to go out &nd see this
other woman. He'd have to stay at home
and I'd LooK after him, "™

The “other woman™ was Julie
Maorrison, sister of ¥Yvonne's best friend
and neighbour Delica Tombs.

Twist

Julie entered ex-hospital cook
Yionne's 1ifis alles abe joined in baking
sesalons that Ysonne and Debua started
up as a fun pastime.

But the visits led Julie and Bob to have
an affalr ansd 88 8 result Ywonne's
innecent Baking ook on a sinlster new
turn. She anapped and went out and
bought a box of Rodine rat poisan.

Soon after leaving the poksoned fruit
cake in the kitchen, however, she
athered it up and took it to Debra’s
house - whees she dumped 15 in a bin and
confessed everything,

The police were informed and Yvonne
gave herself up for arvest. She said: 1
really can't remeenber much - other thsn
driving tothe police statlon and saving
something Hke, “Take me in befare 1do
anyane any harm’.

It was hike there was someone else in
my body doing the talking. I didn't feel
like it was all real.”

It was a sed and dromatic end
Yoonne s marriage to Boh, 56. They had
mwt and married move than 30 years
earlier, moving into a council ouse in
Leckhampton, Gloucs

Yvanne said that Bob, who worked as
o handyman, could bo leving onn minwtn
but show a vicious temper the pext.

She added: I you didn't apgres with
him, you'd be in troubds, You had to take
what be said as gospel,

“Any arguments we had would wusually
lead to & good hiding."

Yvanne left Bob anumber of times, but
always took him back when he vowed to
change his ways,

Against this unhappy background,
Yvanne jooked forward to her weekly
baking sesslons with pal Debra, 53,
wha lived just a fow doors away

But Debra’s younger sister Julie,
lonely after mecently getting divoreed,
began to join them,

And when Julis, 48 moved into a
bungalow in the nearby village of
Innsworth, Bob kepe popping round on
what he ciumed were DIY errands. Yvonne
grew suspicious and coe dyy found a
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Fling with Bob after
he did 'DIY errands”

message from Julle on Bob's mobilke
phone It read; “Love you Bob, R U Up?™
Bob admitted to Yvonne he and Jule
had been seeing each other, hut claimed
1t had never gooe further than a kiss and
o cuddle, and thne it Was now over
Yvonne, confused and valnerable after
a recent cancer battle, was desperate to
believe he was telling the truth

Fears

But for the next 2¢ years she lived on
a knife's edge, wondening if ber husband
was still seeing Julie.
Eventually, her worst fears were
med when she went to Julle's house
and found him there.

Yvonne recalled: “He openad the doar |

bald as brass. But he kept oo denying
they were seeing esch other and that [
was making things up.

"Ome day 1 just lost it and got all of
Bob's clothes, drove to Julie's house and
dumped them on her front lawn

EE AFTER SUFFERING 30 YEARS OF BEATING
| put rat poison

B )

Inmy hubby’s

B

fruit cake.. but

B )

onlytostop
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Yvonne was
dubbed “Mrs |
Kipling” in joil

after her arrest, a court refused ber bail
because sahe was consldered a sulclde
risk Instesd, she was sent (o a women's
prison in Peterborough.

Yyoone said: "1 knew I'd done wrong axd
that | needed to be punishex. | didn’t want
to be given bail. [ wanted to be in prison,

“Besides, I didn't reaily have any-
where 1o Ko - and [ didn't want
1o put rmeysell” on mey famidy. ™

In prison, whern: Yvonne
was dubbed “Mrs Kipling™
for her poison cake, she
felt at peace

She explained: “There
was o one looking over
my shoulder (elling me
what to do and when to
do it. For the first time
In 33 years | was my own
boss. I felt free as a bird -
and safe”

Yvonne pleaded guilty
at Gloucester Crown
Court in April to at-
tempting to injure Bob

@ | want
him ll so | could
(are fo_r him

though poisoning him. The judpe saw
madical records dating back to 1575, telling
of numerous occasions when Yvonne had
veported domestic abuss to her GP
The prosecution said Yvanne had only
usad nine grams -about two teaspoonfuls
of rat poison in the frult Gake.
If she had wanted to kill Bob she
would bave had to use 1600
grams - the equivalent of him
eating 1,500 sliees of cake.
Yvonne's barrister said
her actions were "a cry
for help”. Even Bob
wrote to the judpe to
beg mercy for Yvaanne,
She was given a one-
yuar jail term suspend-
et far twa years. She wis
alsa banned from con
tacting Bob or entering
Cheltenham for & year,
Today, she is rebuilding
her life in another part of
the country. She said: “1
coukl take the hidings It

sounds stupid to say it, but [ could bave
taken them until e day I diad. But not
his affair - not all the Lies, the decait™

Last night, Bob denied he was a violent
wife beater and sald he still loved Yvonne
and wanded her back.

He =aid: 1 strayed and it lasted for
about two weeks. K not with Julle any
mare and [ive on my awn with my dogs.

“All I'm walting for 1s my wife to come

" e s y —
hame Tdon't hit women about and never unaware
have, 1 shout and bawl at them and Mﬂh':d_a ol been
thsat's what's bappened hers, his former wile, o

“There were volatilearpuments but
it was 8 two-way strect. At the same  /
time we loved each other We always
went to bed an a kiss." g

He added: “Tatea few forkfuls of the ©

H
?5
)

cike but I was fine. She ook It sway z)m gt =

pretty quick so I didn't hive any mane Toresa doesn't want to
“IL tasted like her normal cakes, ki But the story

which are always delicious. h,% unflolds lﬂ;
“Even if 1 had eaten more of the \ woek, sees the

fnkt' it ;vmkln't have changed my weight, heart “m

owe for her." victim fall dengerously

fesluresEipeop e co, ok .




