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HE WAS A VICTIM OF ROAD RAGE. HERE, HIS PARENTS TALK OF THEIR NIGHTMARE
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HEIR son was mundered

by his 1l But for the

first  week after Lee

Harvey's death at the age

of 25, Maureen and Ray

Harvey believed he was
the victim of a horrific road-rage
attack, Until the murder, they were
unknown, unremarkable and quite
cantent with their anonymity After
former model Tracie Andrews was
convicted «of = the crime that
devastated their lives, ey wanted
nothing more than to retreat (nto
thelr hame outside Birmingham and
quietly mourn their loss.

Thelr lves are now focussd on
granddaughter Danielle, now seven,
who is Lea's child from a former rela-
tionship. They see her most wee
enls and bear the pain of coping with
alittle girl who is fully aware that her
father was mundernd by someone he
lowed and trusted. Now Tra
5300 1o write & letter to a pewspaper
admitting the crime she had always
denied has had a disturbing impact
on Danjelle and the family are bittes-
Iy angry They say the litthe gid is
worried that the woman who mur-
dered her father might harm hee fam
ily in other ways

“Dantelle said to me, 'She won't
et out will she?'" reveals Mansen,
53, “1 toll her they won't let her out. |
tell her about the nice policamen she
has met and that thes won't ket her
out either. She thinks Tracie is going
10 get ou ¢ she is going to do to
her mum what she did to Lee It's
terrible. It affects her schoolwork. It
has affected evorything. She said to
me recently, ‘I think something is
going to kappen to my mum.’ She's
wor a Iot about death. She asks
me how old I will be when T die

Manreen spent time with her
granddaughter the day afer Lee
died. “That night, when 1 went up to
see het, she was looking out of the
window T asked what she was look
ingat, ‘T'm looking up at Heaven,' she
sald. Then she pointed to & bright
star and said, “That’'s my Daddy’
After that day, we always looks at that
star and say it’s Loe’s stan™

The fumily believe thsat Tracie has
only admitted that she committed
the crime to help reduce her
sentence and feel compelled o tell
the true story of their san's relation-
ship with her, They are also writing
to the Home Secretary to insist that
she serves the minimum 14 years of
ber life sentenca

“The only truth in it all is that she
murdered Lee. Everything else is
dressed up to try to get her parale
earlien” says Ray, 54, who works in
the haulage business, “bacause she
now thinks she can get time off her
santence If she sdmits she is gulltg”

Lee was still living at hom ¢ when
he met Tracle in October, 1984,
Maureen saysx “Iee told me Tye
met the most beautiful gird, Mum, |
think this is the one’. When we met
her, she was quite ovarpowerlng and
very forward, I thought she soemed
to really love herself"

Ray intesjectss “The day we met
her; it was like a curse. It was a fatal
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attraction. Lee was no angel bat he
a loving, bonest man, who met
ne wrong person, I never liked
Tracle from the day | met hes But |
tried to like her becapse of Loo,”
Maureen rempmbers Tracie
telling ber how she'd spotted Lee in
a nightelub & year before they met.
“She told me she thousht it was lave
at first sight, But when she told us
about the father of her little girl,
Karla, T didn’t like the way she kept
running him and his family down.”
Lee and Tracie became i

ge(lfm: too heavy toc

fast,” says
Maurean, “Tracle would stay here
with Lea for the woekend and I used
to think, ‘But what about her
daughter? She seemed to lot anyone

look after her daughter, Karda. If Lee
wasn't making a fuss of her then she
would sulk or throw a tantrom.”

Ray swiftly surmised the nature of
their bond. “She was a total
manipulator. Their relationship was
based on two things, sex and hlack-
mall. One day Lee said to Maureen,
‘T wouldn't ever want to know that
shawas dning fo somebody olse what
she does for me’

“Unfortunately, sometimes with
men, instesd of using their head, it's
what's between the legs that rules
them. With Lee and Tracie, it was
pure and utter Inst."

Of course, Lee didn’t soe it like
this. Four months after meeting
Tracie, he moved into her flat in
Alvechurch, Herdford & Worcester:
Maureen says: "l remember saying
to Lee, “Don't you think you'm jump-
ing in too quickly? But he just
smlled, gave mp & hug, and said T'm
in love, Mum'."

UT then the arguments

started. “If Tracie rang

and Lee wasn't heve, I'd

get the third degree about

where he was," says
Miuren, “She wanted to

know Lee's exact movements. She'd
hate it if he went to see Danbelle's
mum Anita. If she didn’t get her
awn way she’'d throw tantrums.
Sometimes, she’d come around to
the house and sit outside and sulk in
the front garden, refusing to come
indoors. T told them to give each
other some breathing space and split
up for a while and soe how they felt.”
Despite the tempestuous nature of
their relationship, six months later
Lee showed his mother the engago-
ment ring he'd bought for Tracle
Maureen, to her credit, decided to
1y to put her reservations behind
her but, after the couple had been
together for a year, the sltuation
turned violent. Maureen, who runs
her own halrdressing business with
her daughter Michelle, recalls: “One
day, Loa came into my salon. His face
was covered in scratch marks and he
had bite marks on his peck. He was
a5 white as & sheet, He told me he
had been out with the lads at a night-

told Lee that, if he went to the
wadding, she'd Kick him out of the
flat. Lee told me, ‘T've got to stand by

n Mum', I knew he'd regrot it for
the rest of his life and be did. And
she stopped him seeing his only

attncked me,' Lee said. ‘She gets so
Jeslous Mum, it scares me™"

jealous of our family and how clase
married, Tracie relused to let Le

Maureen, this wa
“Loa didnt come to

killed in a road rape
wthing to do with it
because she didn't want it to take the

1K Lee tried to finish with her
ol her own engagement. She 5

the night he died," s

Tracie looked so
terrible my heart
went out to her.
It’s horrible to
think she held
my hand when
she'd really
murdered my son

club when Tracie had turned up,
They'd both started arguing. Al of &

“He was going ount with his
friends more and seeing more
of Danielle and Anita. They were
getting on better than they ever had
done. I remember saying around
that time to Ray, ‘T think this is it.
He's seen the light now',"

A chilling episode illustrates why
they had some reason to hope that
Maureen's insight was correct. One
night, a year before Lee died his
family and Tracie were watching the
film Fatal Attraction on televisio:
It tells of an obsessively
woman who tries to kill the
who spurned her. Says Maure
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“Michelle said, ‘How could anyone
do that” And Tracie said straight
away, ‘I'd do that If 1 couldn’t have
him, nobody else could have him.” A
¢hill came into the room when she
said that. And there was a silenca
Then Loe said something and she
started hitting Lee with the cushion,
not playfully, but really hard, saying,
You'd better believe 1t°
“When T went to see Lee's body
there was a stab wound in his back
| believe she was the one 1?1;\1 had
the knife, not Lee. It's rubbish that
Lee had the knife. They'd put plas-
ters around the stab wounds but it
was so awful. 1 can’t watch televi-
sion with stabbings in it now
because 1568 Loe. If he had the knife
e was a strong lad — I'm sure he
would have overpowered her In the
letter, she says she was tryving to
defend herself, but you can defend
yourself without plunging a km}'n,-
inta someons more than 40 times,
On the Wednesday after the
killing. a reconstruction of the
attack was held at the rnmlsu.l‘r
whete Lee died. Maureen recalls: *1
asked Tracke f she wanted me to
buy some flowers for her, but she
just shrugged. She was the only pet-
<on who knew what really hap-

pened, but she was reluctant to talk.
to us. She couldn't even kok us in
the eye and hadn’t phoned to see

how we wepe or to talk about Lee "

Rag took & more direct .\lv_nnm:u.'h.
[ went up to Tracle and said, ‘T've

heard the story about the car over
taking you. Did Lee Jet them over
ke you?™ Tracle explained they

had, but even then Ray was sceptical.
*The road they went down ‘was too
narrow for overtaking. And I knew
1= wouldn't have stopped the car in
a dark country road when there were
two men in the other car”

AUREEN fiels particu-

lardy betrayed becaunse

she extendad the hand

of friendship to Tracle

following the murder,

even though her hus-

band and daughter already bad sus-
picions about Tracke, "I tried to give
her the benefit of the doubt when
Michelle was screaming, ‘She's
killed my brother' and [ was saying
to Twer, ‘No, don't be silly lknu‘m they
didn’t always get on, but let's .l.’l.L‘:u'

the facts and give her a chance.

Tracie and Mauréeen made an
apped] for witnesses on national tele-
vision. “Tracke was in a real state
and looked terrible, My heart went
out to her” says Maureen, “But Ray
and Michelle still thought Tracle
nad something to do with it. To think

that Tracle held my hand when she'd

domne what she'd done is horrible”

Shoetly aftor that press confer-
ence, Tracie attempted sul(:ld“ by
taking an overdose. “1 didn’t want
her to die because she was the anly
person Who knew how our 5on had
died,” says Maureen, When Tracie

PASSION AND BETRAYAL: Lee Harvey's
pride In fiancée Tracie Andrews aqd his :
daughter Danielle shines out In this family
snap. Today. his parents Mauvcanand Ray,
above left, are angercd by Tracle's letter
confessing to Lee’s murder. Initially, they
supported Tracie and accompanied her to
the press conference where she cynically

appealed for witnesses

was in hospital recovering. Msurw;‘n
and Ray kindly went to see her “I
asked her how she was feeling, but
she didn’'t answer, she just looked us
both in the eve and said, T'm so
sorry for what 1 have done.” She said
{he same thing to us again w hen we
went Lo see her the next night.
Looking hack, 1 think Tracte con
fessed in her own way when she said
*sorry’ to us in the hospital.”

Ray drew similar conclusions. “1
<ald to Maureen when we got out of
that room, ‘She has j
murder’ 1 think s

unburden herself on us." The fal-
Jowing Saturday, the grieving family
learnad that the woman who pro-
fessed to love their son was !_n.'mu
arrested under suspicion of his
murder. Maureen SAYS: I
couldn't stop shaking. It was too
much for me to Ray said, ‘1
Knew it.” But 1 just coukin't bear the
thought of my son dying at the
hands of hi ther than in the
arms of nis lover. T didn't want it to
be true. It hurt oo much.”

The arrest confirmed Michel
susplcions. Maureen recalls

daughter's reaction when first told
about Lee's death; “When she calmed
down, she asked us, ‘How? Ray told
her the story we'd been told about
the road rage attack. but .\'hlfr.]u?l
looked at us both anxl said, ‘bhv:
done it". Ray said he thought 50 t00.
Tracie was found guilty in July
1967 of the murder. In October last
vear, she appealed against her life
sentence, claiming she did not
recetve a fair trial because of the
publicity surrounding the case, But
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