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Cristina Odone, 52,
writer and broadcaster

When we held my friend Polly’s

baby shower, there were tears

as well as smiles. It was only

natural - she’d been through
three cycles of IVF and a great
deal of anguish to get pregnant.

I was glad that my taxes had
contributed in a small way to
Polly’s new family, as she had
her IVF on the NHS.

But my friend Sophie wasn't
so lucky with the NHS. When
she was diagnosed with
aggressive breast cancer she
wanted to try the drug
Herceptin, which trials have
shown to be successful in
treating it — but her doctor told

her it was too expensive.

I understand that the NHS
has a limited pot of funds to
draw on and I accept that this
‘makes for happy winners and
tragic losers. But I resent my
taxes funding skewed priorities.

- The National Institute for
Health and Clinical Excellence
— the same group of experts who

life-saving Herceptin for some
women with breast cancer —
now recommends that more IVF
treatments be offered free on the
NHS and that women should be
eligible until they're 42 — and
not, as now, until they’re 39.

I don’t wish to rob Polly or
the one in seven couples
currently struggling to conceive
of their chance for a baby, but
how can the NHS rationalise

“The NHS has
skewed
priorities’
offering IVF when they also
deny life-saving procedures?
I don’t think IVF for the over-

40s should be free. I don’t want
my taxes to contribute to one

friend’s baby shower, but pave
the way for another’s funeral.
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